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influence of the immense and prosperous German popula-
tion in America, and he believes that the project is likely
to be promoted and fostered by a visit of his eldest son, the
crown prince, to the United States for the purpose of mak-
ing himself acquainted, not only with the country, but
above all with its German inhabitants.

In making the grand tour of the world, the crown prince
will be but following in the footsteps of the heirs to the
thrones of Austria and Belgium, who have both visited the
United States for the purpose of improving their minds,
and of fitting themselves more thoroughly for their duties
as twentieth century rulers. The present Emperor of Rus-
sia, and his younger brother, the late Czarevitch George,
likewise started on a tour round the world, which in the
case of George was cut short at Bombay by that sickness to
which he subsequently succumbed, while the globe-trotting
tour of Nicholas was brought to a sudden close through his
attempted assassination in Japan.

No pen-sketch of the young Crown Prince of Germany
would be complete without a reference to his remarkable
skill as a violinist, an instrument which he has been,study-
ing steadily ever since his eighth year, under the direction
of the Berlin court violinist Von Exner. He seems to
have inherited all the musical talent for which the reigning
house of Prussia is so celebrated, and to which I propose to
devote at least a part of the following chapter.ing
